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Riding the lnterurban Rails

B-v Jim Casto
From about 1900 to 192 5. in the vears between the inven-

tior-r of the aut<xnobile and the paving of country roads, the
electric "interurban" train, a sort ofglorif ied trolley, provid-
ecl small-town folk with easy mass transit to other towns.
Forest ()rove was scrvccl by two interurban lines.

Oregon 
l|:.F. 

Railroad Company
Yellow Electric"

On October 29, 1908, service to Hil lsboro opened. On
Dccelnber 2 5, the first electric trains from Portland arrived
in Forest (lrove. The Forest (]rovc ()regon E,lectric clepot
stootl on the northeast corner of Ash and l9th streets. The
cle pot boastecl a waitinpJ roonr, t icket ofl ice, baggage handling
rrea anrl freight handling ofl ice. It was a triang;ular building,
with the srnaller n'ait ing rooln on the west encl and the largcr

cight office on the east, ancl with the ticket office next to
the waiting roorn rrncl the baggage counter between the ticket
offlce and tl-re freisht area.

Son-re of the frJght l-randlecl by the train was farrn pro-
tluce, lyown in the arer and brought into town primarily by
l'rorse-drawn wagon.

The "YellowElectric" car blrn st(x)d on the northeast
corner  of ( lounci l  ancl  l9 th.

The fhre was 60 cents ()ne way, ancl $l. l-5 rountl tr ip.
May 13,  l9 l l  saw the last  "Yel low Electr ic"  passenger

train to Portland, br.rt the line continued to carry freight fbr a
t lme .

Southern Pacific Railroad Company
"Red Electric"

OnJnly 22,l9l+, dre first trains from Portland arrived on
the Southern Paciflc electric l ine. The McMinnvil le Loou of
this line ran from ()swego to Forest Clrove to McMinnviile,
passing through Dil ley, Gaston, Yamhill arrd Carlton, and
frorn McMinnville through Newberg, She,-wood and
Tualatin to Osweso.

The Forest (lr6ve passenger depot, erected in 1914,
stands on its orisinal site on the southwest corner of Main
and 19th. The handsome brick buildins has been rernodeled
to house the offices of the E.F. Burlineham and Sons.

The freight depot was on the southiast corner of Main
and 19th, now a parking lot. The route of the former
roadbed may sti l l  be traced along the south side of 19th,
,etween A and Council Streets.

The last Red Electric train to Portland ran in Tulv 1929.

Steamboats on the Tualatin

Ry Wah Wenrz
Throughout the 19th centur,v, rnost roads were clusty mts

in summer and slippery bogs in winter. Traveling or sending
cargo any great distance by road was tirne-consurning,
arduous and expensive. So rnost transp()rt was by water.

From 1865 unti l around 1890, the Tualatin River carried
resular stearnboat traffic, connectins Forest (]rove with the
t-rutsi. le world.

These steamboats were not the gingerbrea<l-bedecked
floating palaces of the Old South, but srnall, severely
uti l i tarian craft, generally kradcd with l ivestock, crops and
sweatinEJ deckhands-and cvcn s()lne passengers.'fhe 

earliest steamboat on the 
-l 'ualatin 

was the Hoosier, t
ship's longboat powerecl by an engine from a pile-clriver. In
1fi58, the Territorial Legislature chartered the Tualatin
River Transportation anil Navig,rrion Oornplny to dredge
and "straighten" the stream. Ilarnpcrecl by their rickety craft
and t l re  very cr , , , ,kc. l  channcl ,  H, , i . r i t : t ' ' t  cre 'w r l i . l  , ,ne
surnmer's work befirre that idea was wisely abandonerl.

Veteran stearnlloatman Joscph l(ellogg, who fbunded
Tualatin River Navagation & 

-I 'ransprlrtati<ln, 
hacl

established a passenger ancl cargo service in 1865.
The mouth of the 

-fualatin, 
rvhere it ioins the Willarnette,

is blocked by rocks ancl repi.ls. S() sternhort passengers from
Portland landed below Oswego, portaged arouncl the lake
and rode the horse-drawn cars ofthe Sucker Lake and
Tualatin River Railroad-a wootl-railecl l ine servins a
pioneer sawr.r.ri l l-to Oolfax, where they boarded thi side-
wheeler steam scow Yamhill, comrnanded by Captain Edward
Kellogg, Joseph's brother.

Beginning in 1865, the Yamhill began making senri-
regular trips as far as Hil lsboro-and, although her crew
spent rnuch of their t ime winching snafls ancl sunken lo6Js out
of the stream, there was plenty of farn.r produce and other
cargo to carry to the depot at (lolf-ax.

In 1868, the steamer Onward-a. slim, shallow-draft stern-
wheeler of 100 tons, built at C)swego byJoseph Kellogg-was
added to the Tualatin run.

By 1869 the Onwurd was making a regular weekly run
from Colfax 60 miles upstream to Emerick's Landing, just
south of present-day Cornelius. In particularly rainy seasons,
the boat might push as far upstream as Forest Grove.

Throughout the shipping 5g2s6n-from the time of the
fall rains until the river was too shallow to navisate in the late
summer-the boat left Colfax or-r Thursday moining, and

(contlnued on next page)
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Pholo . f rom an unktutwn book,  capt ioned "Steamboats p l ied the

Tuulut i t t  River a. [ tcr  l8( t5,  t ransport ing,  goot ls  and . [arm produce

bclweetr llridgaprt atttl Fore,st Grove." Courtesy of Totn Meier.

stflrted back from Ernerick's Landing at f i a.m. on Monclay.
Considering the extretne crookeclness of the river, a l ireet

cleal of travel was recluired to cover rclatively few rniles of
r.vestward distance. Sorr-re of the rnost spectacular rneanders of

the stream had names such as Jackson's Horse Shoe, Goose
Egg and Grecian Bend. Legend has it that passengers could
get off the boat at the beginning of such a loop in the
stream, stroll slowly across the intervening pastureland,
picking blackberries, and rejoin the boat at the next bend.

The main landings along the 60-mile route were Taylor's,
Scholl's, Farmington, Harris, Hillsboro, Centerville and
Forest Grove (Emerick's). Many intermediate landings lined
the river, and would-be passengers farmer with cargo
to ship-could flag the boat at any of them.

By the early 1870s, railroads were beginning to encroach
into the valley. Although the new railroads could carry more
passengers and heavier car€fo more swiftly than the old
steamboats, the railroads set their freight charges high, so
boat ffaffic on the Tualatin huns on for a time.

In 1871, the Onward r.rccestfrrl ly negotiated a narrow
canal which had been cut between the Tualatin and Lake
Oswego, to avoid the portage around the shallows at the
stream's mouth and rnake the Tualatin a "highway of
commerce." This merely postponed the the inevitable.

In 189-5, government cngineers surveyed the Tuelatin
River and declared it unsuitable fbr navisation- But
steamboat traffic had efFectively ended sirrne years befrrrc.

Source: Howarcl McKinley OorninEl, Willu'm.ette
[,andings, Oregon Il istorical Socicty, Portland, 1947.

Forest Grove Transportation Gompany
Ily' .lint Ca.sto and .lunet Lanil)

I iarly passenger trains clicl not enter i lowntown Forest
,rove, due to a disputc with the railroad magnate of the day,

Ben Hollatlay. The city fathers refused to pay the Si10,000
dernanded bv the Oreson & (lalifbrnia Railroad for a <lown-
town depot; conscqueirtly, when the railroad arrived in 1ti72,
the nearest stop was located south clf town at Oarnation,
where Lunrberrnan's Buildirrg Supplies now stands.

F{clrse-drawn wa!f()ns or carriages hauled passengers and
cargo to and fi<xn from the depot. This "station wag;on" ser-
vice lastecl frorn abor,rt 1872 to 1906, when F<lrest (irove
started its own trolley Iine, the Forest (lrove Transportation
Company.

Work proceeded cluickly. In March 190(r, rails were downl
in June, wires were strung; in August the trolley was in full
oDeration.' 

The route ran from the train deoot at (larnation north on
Elrn Street, west or1 P:rcif ic, north on A Street and east on
2lst  to  Col leee Wav.

Forest (]rove *o.,,rn" of dre f'ew Northwest cities with its
own "in-town" trolley colnpany.

The venture was not *.ithout its teething problems. On
Friday, Julv l3 , 1906, a telephone wire of relatively low volt-
age and a trolley wire carrying 5-50 r'olts made contact about
9:15 p.m. The surge of high voltage burned out the local tele-
phone switchboard and fuse board and set the Central
Telephone office afire, causing damage to Schultz's butcher
shop, as well as the butcher shop of the McNamer family.

The trolley served many of the hotels and boarding houses
along its route: the Forest Grove Hotel, that stood on Pacific

:twien Main and A Streets; the Nucleus Hotel, which
would become the Western; and the Laughlin, that stood on

the corner of Pacific and A and would eventually becomc the
()regon Ilotel, the largest hotel in Frlrest (lrove. It was torn
down in 19-5J.

Despite stories that this trolley was originally horse-
drawn, that is apparently not true-except fbr the very first
trolley that was brought to towrl frorr.r the train depot, befirre
the power to the overheacl wires was trlrnecl on.

With the corningJ of the interurban railroad and dre Moclel
'I', 

passenpler service to the railroad clepot was afl-ected.
In July I 9 I I, the Forest f lrove trolley l ine ceased opera-

tion. In October of that year the trolley tracks were removecl
and the route paved over. But Forest (]rove's trolley l ine did
not vanish without a trace. Sorne of the rails were used to
reinfbrce the walls of the builcl ing that once l 'roused the
Forest Grove Press newspaper office, and now Forest (lrove
Travel. on the corner of Council and Pacifrc.

Photo counesy of Friends of Histori Forest Groae.
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Calendar of Goming Events
"Early Oregon Missionaries, the Forest Grove
lonnection," lecture by historianJim Tomkins, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 10, Forest Grove Power & Light Building,
1818 B Street .

Tour of Historic Forest Grove Homes, sponsored by
Friends of Historic Forest Grove and the Historic
Landrnarks Board, Saturday, May 16. Contact Martha
Khoury, 157 -7309, to volunteer your home for exhibit, or to
provide staffing for the event. Additional details in the next
issue of  th is  newslet ter .

Tour the Museums Day, open house of flve Washington
Oounty rnuseurns, including Old College Hall, 10 a.m. to 5
p.rn., Saturday, March 7 and Saturclay, April 25. Contact
Martha Beck at l-57-1680 for information, or to volunteer as
a docent at Old College Hall.

'fhis 
puhlication receiaes Jederal Jinancial assistance Jbr the

identiJicntion and protection of historic prlpcftiet. Under Title VI
oJ ' t he  C ia i l  R igh ts  A t  oJ '  1961  and  Sec t i on  504  oJ - the
Rchubilitution. Acr oJ' 1973, tbe U.S. Dapartm.cnt of rhe In.terior
prohibits tliscrimination ott the busis oJ- ruce, color, age, natiottal
oriqitt, sex, or hundicnp in its J'ederally assisted program.s. If'you
hclicue yuu. haae hee'n lisc'rim.innted awtinst in a'ny program., nctia-
ity orJuciliry lperatcLl hy n recipient ofJederal ilssistanca, or iJ-yo'u
tlcsirc J:urthcr i'nJitrm.ntio'n, plet.rc write to: Olfice Jitr Eq'uul
Oppl'rtunity, U.S. Dcpanrncnt oJ'thc Interior, PO IJox 37127,
Washi nsto'n, D.L:. 200 I 3.

'l'hc 
nctiaity tlsnt is tha su.bjact oJ'this puhlication has hae'n

Jin.u.nccd irt pnrt with fctlcrul J:unds Jrom. thc lr{ntional Purk
Sar-uice, U.S. Depun'ment of-thc lnterior, us prouided though the
Orcgm Stute Historic Presarntrtion OJfrce. Howeue'r, the clntentr
unl opi'nio'ns cxpressed haraitt tJo'not netessnrily reflect the uicus rtr
policies 0f-the DaptrT'rnent of'the I'nterior, nor does the m.en.tiott oJ-
uny trule nltmtt 0'r nm.m.erciul prodacts nnstit'ute cn.dorsc'mc'n.t o'r
reco'm'm.a'ndotion hy the IJ.S. Depurtm.ent oJ'the Inttriur.

100 Years Ago
Was h in gton C o'unty Hatch et-Fnrest Grou e Times

Go to Abbott & Roe and rent a Crescent bicvcle
and never walk home.

Johnson's freight wagon ran away Wednesday
morning but no damapJe was done. The wagon had a
load of stoves for Tommie the tinner but was backed
up in front of Wells' when the sprinkler passed and
starded the team. Jake Buxton caught them before
they had gotten to the bank.

J.E. Hubbard, a real estate and insurance agent of
Lafayette, was in the city Monday. He rnissed the
train in the rnorning and drove to the Clrove.

Mr. McNamer has devised an arransement fbr
the cornfort of the stage passenliers, whirh wil l make
the trip to'l i l larnook delightft i l  all the way even on
very warm days.  The stage has heretofore been
drawn by two relays <lf f<lur horses each the entire
distance. Now anothcr relay of two fast horses is stl-
t ioned nir-re rniles from the (lrove. Just before the
stage comes out of the cool woorls irrto the burning
glare of the open country, these horses are l)ut or1
ancl they come at r l ively trot rnaking a breezc by
their spcccl, gJoing at a ten n.ri le an hour rate.

A long bridge is being built near Fannir-rgton by
Mr. Johnson. It is substantially put up and therc wil l
be no further trouble in passing through there next
t i r ne  h i sh  wx l c r  co rncs .

Eric G. Stewart Award
Durins National Historic Preservation Week

in May, t l ie Historic Landrnarks Board, in con-
jur-rctior-r with the City of Forest (Jrove, presents
the Eric (]. Stewart Award to a Derson who has
shown outstanding achicverneni in historic preser-
vation in Forest (lrove. The award was named
after the first recipient, Eric Stewart. Last year's
recipient was Ciladys Haynes, long-tirne HLB
member and community preservation volunteer.

This year, the selection committee is solicit ing
nominations from the community. If you know a
person or organization who deserves recognition
for work in historic preservation in Forest Grove,
please fill out the form to the right and submit it
to the Cornmunity Development Office on
Council Street, or mail it to the HLB, City of
iorest Grove, PO Box 326, Forest Grove, OR

97  l t 6 .

Nomination for the Eric G. Stewart Award

Your Name:

Adress:

Phone:

Name of Nominee
(person or organization)

Address:

Phone:

Reason for nomination (continue on reverse if necessary):
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The odd little building was eventually replaced by a
Standard Oil station, one of some two dozen different service
stations that have existed in Forest Grove over the years.

l ' rank MiLler 's gas stat iot l ,  the.f irst in Forest Crove. Eric Stewart
Col.l.ect n.

A Little Mystery
By Jim Ca"^to

Sornetime around 1910-or earlier-an unusual gas sta-
tion rr.rade an appearance on the northeast corner oiPacific
ancl Oollege Way. It had an odcl, rnedieval look to it, with
hear.y columns, a rounded roof ancl a sharp ridgeline.

It has bcen sugtrlestecl that the building was tnoved frorn
d-re Lewis ancl Clark Exposition, hclcl in Portland in 190-5,
but this has never been confirmed. PhotoEyaphs of the build-
ings of thc l ixposition suggest drat this theory is entirely
oossible-it certainlv has an exotic look-but it is obvious
ihat such a srnall building woulcl never have been a promi-
nent f 'eature on the Exposition (irounds, and likely would
not be f-canrred in s<luvcnir photographs.

Perhaps it was one of the snrall builcl ings that housecl the
rrnival-arcade attractions stmng out along; the Trail and the

r3rirlge of Nations.

The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board

Edwin Dey (Chair) .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 57-1539

Jim Casto . .  .  . 3  57  - r97  3
......... j irncasto@ptld.uswest.net

Mar tha  Khou ry . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357 -7309
khoury@fta.corn

Smith@teleport.coln

Cheryl  Flunter. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .157-2999
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Preseting Forest Groue is a cluarterly newsletter
published by the Historic L'andmarks Boartl to help
fulf i l l  i ts duty of public education regarding the
preservation of cultural resources. lf you would l ikc
to be on the rnai l ing l is t ,  p lease cr l lJanres Rei tz  at

Histor ic Landmarks Board
City of Forest Grove
PO Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 971 16
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